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Once I realized that makeup is just colours and
shapes on skin, it was so freeing,” says Eszter
Magyar, the London-based makeup artist behind
@makeupbrutalism, which is often referred to
as the “most hated beauty account” on Instagram. After
studying makeup artistry in Budapest, Magyar moved to
Berlin and worked as a freelance artist, creating standard
glam looks like smoky eyeshadow and winged eyeliner.
It wasn’t long before she got bored doing the same old
“empty aesthetics” and grew especially tired of photog-
raphers telling her to make on-set models beautiful. “I
never really understood why; they were obviously already
beautiful,” she says. “I felt that there had to be more to
makeup artistry.”

And with that, a creative seed was planted. “I went
home one day and haphazardly threw on layers of makeup,
took a photo and thought to myself, ‘Sure, this is consid-
ered makeup, but if I wipe some away, would it still be
considered makeup?’ I kept wiping and wiping until there
was almost nothing left on my face,” she says. “Was that
still a makeup look? I found it really hard to define what
makeup was, which was an important moment for me.”

That desire to question the way things are, and to rebel
against them, is the foundation of Makeup Brutalism, says
Magyar. “When people ask me for a winged-eyeliner
tutorial, I'm like, ‘But why?” Why we do certain things is
much more interesting than how we do them.” Indeed, the
artist’s bio on her personal Instagram account reads “It is
so interesting what we find interesting.”

As you may have guessed by the name of her page, one
of the places Magyar draws inspiration from is brutalist
architecture. It’s a style she admires because it “doesn’t
hide its function,” she says. “Because of that, people
judge it and think it’s ugly, but I think it’s raw and
honest. It doesn’t need to look better than it is. I feel
the same way.”

Magyar’s disinterest in making things look convention-
ally attractive has placed her in a category separate from
what is known as “Instagram beauty”—perfect eyeliner,
heavy contouring and full-coverage foundation—and
led some followers to see Makeup Brutalism as a rejec-
tion of that aesthetic. “I did a photo series called Overuse,
where I applied so much foundation that it was dripping
onto my teeth. People commented, saying that it was
ugly and made no sense. I said: ‘Exactly! That much
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makeup doesn’t make sense.’ But that’s what these beauty
influencers do.”

What else gets certain Instagram users riled up? For
starters, there are the photos of lashes clumped together,
slime-covered eyeballs, cracked lipstick and paint-splattered
teeth. “I put a lot of things around my eyes and sometimes
even inside them,” explains Magyar. “Someone once wrote
a comment under my photo that said ‘Do bleach next,
which is essentially saying ‘T hope you go blind.” She used
the cruel comment as the inspiration for her next shot—a
close-up of her eye with the two phrases scrawled onto her
eyelid. “People loved it,” she says. “I thought it was magical
that I could turn negativity into something positive and
actually gain from it. Sure, you can hate me, but you'll just
boost my algorithm. So you really can’t win.”

That said, while Magyar loves Instagram and admits
she’s slightly addicted to the platform, she’s well aware
that “online is not the same as offline,” which is why she’s
hesitant to call herself a true artist until her work is shown
in an exhibition. “It scares the shit out of me that one day I
could wake up to a hacked or deleted account, but it’s also
a reminder that my personality and identity can’t rely on
something so fragile.” H
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